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CHAPTER 1 — MADIt,\S PUESIDLNCY 


1 liuhf — Truti« iction*' in coca loa\es, cocaine and other alkaloids of 
con. cNf'ry other intoxicating drink or substance prepared from the coca 
pi lilt (Er\ throw Ion coca), all drugs, synthetic or other, having a hke 
pin '•iologic il efTiCt to that of cocaine, and all preparations and admixtures of 
the '-ame were go\erned by rulch framed under the Abkari Act Certam 
recoiinneil medicinal preparations of cocaine and its allied drugs containing 
less than 1/lOth per cent of cocaine Mere hov ever exempt from the operation 
of the rulev 

2 Import — Import from foreign countries by post of the intoxicating 
drugs mentioned -ihoio vas prohibited, and import by other means was 
dloued onlv inth the special permission of the Local Government or of an 
ollicer authorised bj the Loc^d Go\ernnient m that behalf Transmission by 
inland post vas pennitted subject to certain conditions 

Persons licensed to sell the drugs obtained them either by direct importa- 
tion from .1 foreign country or from another licensed vendor in India The 
tot d quantity of cocaine and its allied drugs imported during the year 1927-28 
va": 5 lbs 1 oz and 911 grains, compared ^vlth 2 lbs 10 oz and 120} grams 
in the preceding year and 8 lbs, 2 oz and 79 grains m the year 1912-13 

'■5 Export — The export of the dnigs from the Presidency was allowed 
only Mith the pernussion of the Commissioner of Excise or of a Distnet 
Collector 

4 Transport — Similarly the transport of the drugs within the Presidency 
was allowed only under permits granted by Distnct Collectors or by hcensed 
vendors, in the case of drugs sold by hcensees, concurrently with and sub- 
ject to the control of the District Collector 

5 Possession — The possession of the drugs was limited as foUoits — 

A — In the case of authorised medical practitioners and dentists and 
votennary practitioners holding diplomas from recognised 
institutions, who required the drugs for use in the exercise of 
their profession half an oimce or such larger quantity as was 
fixed by the Commissioner of Excise in each case 

B — In the case of other persons , such quantities as were covered by 
prescriptions granted by authorised medical practitioners or 
dentists or vetermary practitioners holding diplomas from 
recognised institutions 

6 Sale — (i) The sale of the above mentioned drugs without a bcense 
was illegal under section 15, and punishable under section 65 of the Madras 
Abkari Act, I of 1886 
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-^pirntJons ^cq^\xc^ 

(ti) Licenses for the snlo of coc.»i,..- 1 Codcct®^® 

to the following classes of persons, proMdeJ thr'-J 

to supply a legitimate demand and were appro\ od ^ {rotn 

(а) Authorised Jlcdical Practitioners, dip^®^‘ 

(б) Dentists and Veterinary practitioners holding^ 

recognised institutions, 

(c) Chemists and druggists haidng a regular dispensing business in 
charge of qualified compounders, and 


(d) Other persons with the previous sanction of the Commissioner of 
Excise in each case 


(in') The sale of the above mentioned drugs, except to a licensed vendor, 
or to any person authorised to possess or to export them, was allowed only 
on and in accordance with the written prescriptions of authonsed medical 
practitioners Cocaine could not be suppbed more than once on the same pres- 
cription except in pursuance of fresh direcDons duly endorsed on the prescrip- 
tion by the medical practitioner by whom it was originally issued, and signed 
with ^ name in full and dated. 


7. Licenses issued and sales thereunder. — The number of hcenses issued 
durmg 1927-28 was 200 for possession and sale The quantity actually used 
by bcensees was 4 lbs 10 oz and 1951 grains In 1926-27, 199 hcenses 
were issued, agamst 103 m 1912-13, and the quantity sold m 1926-27 amounted 
to 1 lb 15 oz and 139 grams, compared with 4 lbs 14 oz. and 17 grams 
in the year 1912-13 

8 Cocaine offences and seizures — No offence against cocame regulations 
was reported durmg the year 

9 Disposal of confiscated cocaine — Confiscated cocame hydrochloride 
and its synthetic substitutes, if seized in intact phials bearmg the name of a 
recognised maker, were required to be forwarded, after exammation by the 
Chemical Exa min er, Madras, to the Medical Storekeeper at Madras, while 
all phials and packets of cocaine and its synthetic substitutes and prepara- 
tions of these drugs other than such as were passed by the Chemical Examiner 
as fit for use, were disposed of by pnvate sale or by auction to hcensed 
chemists and druggists, or were destroyed If the stock of confiscated cocaine 
was greatly in excess of the annual requirements of the Medical Store Depot 
arrangements were made for distribution of the excess to the Depots m other 
provinces Any excess stocks remaining after the requirements of the Medical 
Store Depots had been comphed with, were sold to hcensed chemists and 
medical practitioners or were destroyed The value of the confiscated cocaine, 
etc , supphed to the Medical Store Depot was credited as Excise revenue 
Confiscated coca leaves were destroyed. 
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CHAPTER II — Bombay Presldenct 

lO. Rules — Rules wore m force controlling dealings in coca leaves, 
cocaine and other alkaloids of coca, every other intoxicating drink or sub- 
stance prepared from the coca plant, all drugs synthetic or other, haAung 
a like physiological effect to that of cocaine, and all preparations and admix- 
tures of any of the above But certain recognised medicmal preparations of 
cocaine and its allied drugs contaimng less than 1/lOth per cent of cocame 
vere exempt from the operation of the rules 

11 Import — ^The miport of cocaine drugs by means of the foreign post 
was prohibited except on behalf of the Government Their importation by 
other means Avas permitted only under cover of permits granted by the Excise 
authorities of the places into which the drugs were to be imported The 
import of the drugs up to slx grains whether in a dry state or in solution was, 
however, allowed without permit when it was covered by a medical prescrip- 
tion In the case of drugs imported from Europe through the Bombay 
Custom House, the time up to which the permits were to run was endorsed 
upon them by the Collector of Customs, Bombay The quantity imported 
into the Presidency proper dunng the year 1927-28 was 15 lbs 12 oz and 157 
grains, against 16 lbs 5 oz and 409 grains in the year 1926-27 and 264 lbs 
5 oz and 191 grains during the year 1912-13. 

12. Export . — ^The export of the drugs up to six grams whether m a dry 
state or in solution was allowed without a permit when it was covered by 
medical prescriptions A hcensee desiring to export a larger quantity 
either to an Indian State or to another Pro\Tnce in British India was required 
to produce before the Collector of his district a penmt, granted in the case of 
exports to the Punjab by the Financial Commissioner of the Punjab, and m 
the case of other places by the Chief Excise authonty of the British District or 
Pohtical Agent of the Indian State to which the drugs were to be removed 
The Collector thereupon noted on the import permit the tune durmg which 
the permit was to be in force, and allowed the drugs to be removed under 
cover thereof If the export was to be made from the Custom House at 
Bombay, the Collector of Customs, Bombay, endorsed the permit, and 
if from any other place in the Town of Bombay, the Collector of Bombay 
did it 

13 Transport.— Transport of the drugs without a permit was allowed 
within the limits specified below — 

(1) In the case of duly hcensed medical practitioners up to 20 grams. 

(2) In the case of persons holdmg hona fide prescriptions from qualified 

medical practitioners up to six grams 

Transport by other persons, without a permit was absolutely prohibited 
Transport m excess of the above quantities was allowed only imder cover of 
permits granted imder conditions similar to those specified m paragraph 12 
above 

14. Possession — ^A hmit was imposed upon the possession of the drugs 
in question by hcensed chemists and druggists and medical practitioners. 
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This limit was fixed hy the Coliccti'r m the cn''e of eieh licensee The limit 
for possession hy other persons w.is the s.ime as tint for transport mentioned 
in paragraph 13 Possession h} pri\ato persons excejit under a hona fide 
medical prescription was ahsolutel) jirohihited 

15 Sale — Sale without a license was siniilirh prohibited Licenses 
for sale were issued hy Collectors of <Ustricts free of charge to appro\cd chemist 
and druggists and qualified medical practitioners lluse licenses, wlien once 
issued held good, subject to the good hehaMour of the lirensre so long as he 
continued to trade or jiractise at the place specified m lie* licinsc \ medical 
practitioner was bound to obtain Ins stock from a liceu'ed \cndor in India, 
and coidd not sell or dispense to ani person except on a bona fide medical 
prescription from a qualified medical jiractitioiier or upon his own prescrip- 
tion" The quantity so sold or dispensed at one time, or to one and the same 
person in the aggregate on an} day, could not exceed sjv grains A licensed 
chemist or druggist could obtain his stock either In jnirch.asmg from a 
licensed \cndor in India or bv importation from abroad (by means other 
than that of the post) He could ^cll to other licensed chemists or druggists 
and medical practitioners and to jicrsons holding brow fide prescriptions 
from qualified medical practitioners ii]> to tlu qiiintiti illowed in eich case 
Sale on the authoriU of a medical prescrijifion w is allowed onU once, unless 
an order to repeat was endorsed on the prescription 

IG Licensee, ts<aicd and calct, thereunder — The number of s<ile licenses 
extant and granted during the year under renew was 754, compared with 
715 in the preceding year and 400 m 1912-13 The quantity sold under 
these bcenses during 1927-28 was 10 lbs 14 oz and 110 grains, against 
16 lbs 9 oz and 89 grams m the preceding year, and 34 lbs 3 oz and 219 
grains in the year 1912-13 

17 Seizures — The seizures durmg the year amounted to 2 lbs 1 oz 
and 2G4 grams, against 8 lbs 7 oz and 347 grams m the preceding year and 
148 lbs 9 oz and 241 grams m the year 1912-13 


18 Disposal of confiscated cocaine — Cocame and its aUied drugs confis- 
cated m the Bombay Presidency which were products of recogmsed makers 
and m intact phials were required to be sent to the Chemical Analyser for 
examination If passed by that officer as fit for use, they were sealed with 
his seal and issued quarterly to the Medical Store Depot at Bombay MTien 
the quantity so issued was greatly m excess of the reqmrements of the Depot, 
arrangements were made m commumcation with the Director General, Indian 
Medical Sernce, to distnbute the excess to the Depots m other proymees 
ITie amounts m stock after satisfymg the demands of the Depots were kept 
m charge of the Excise Department and reported at the close of each financial 
year to the Goyemment of India Phials which were not procured from 
recognised mak^s, or from which the original capsules had been remoyed 
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CHAPTER III — SmD 

20 Rw?c5 — Rules were m force governing transactions in coca leaves, 

cocaine and other alkaloids of coca, every other intoxicating drink or substance 
prepared from the coca plant, and all drugs, synthetic or other having a like ' 
physiological effect to that of cocaine, and all preparations and admixtures of 
any, of the above But certain recognized medicinal preparations of cocame 
and its allied drugs containing less than 1/10 per cent of cocaine have been 
exempted from the operations of these rules - ' '.<i 

21 Import — The import, export and transport of cocaine dru^s by the 
inland post were permitted subject to certain conditions Their importation 
by other means was permitted only, under cover of import certificates andi 
permits granted by the Excise authorities of the places into which the drugs '■ 
were to be imported In the case of drugs imported from abroad through the 
Karachi Custom House, the period for which permits were to remain in force 
was endorsed upon them by the Collector of Customs, Karachi The quantity 
imported into Sind during the year amounted to 45 oz and 167 grains, again^ 
29 oz and 6 grains m the previous year 

I 

22 Export — A licensee desiring to export cocaine either to another 
province in British India or to an Indian State was required to produce before 
the Collector of his district a permit granted by the chief Excise authority of the 
place of importation of a Bsitish Province, or by the Pohtical Agent accredited, 
if it was an Indian State, and the Financial Commissioner, Punjab, for that 
province The Collector thereupon noted on the reverse of the import permit 
the time during which the permit was to be in force, and allowed the drug 
to be exported In the case of export from Karachi Custom House, the Col- 
lector of Customs, Karachi, endorsed the permit 

23 Transport — Transport of the drugs without a permit was allowed — 

(t) in the case of duly licensed medical practitioners up to a maximum 
of 20 grams, 

iyi) in the case of persons ho ding bono fide prescriptions from qualified 
medical practitioners up to a maximum of 6 grains 

Transport by other persons without a permit was absolutely prohibited 
Transport in excess of the above quantities was allowed only under conditions 
similar to those described in paragraph 22 above 

24 Possession — The maximum limit of possession under the medical 
practitioners and chemists’ and druggists’ licenses was fixed by the Collector, 
with reference to the nature and extent of the licensee’s practice or business 
The limit of possess on by other persons was the same ns that prescribed for 
transport, see paragraph 23 («) above 

25 Sale — Sale without a bcense was prohibited Lici nses for the sale of 
cocame were issued by Collectors of districts free of charge to approved chemids 
and druggists and qualified medical practitioners These licenses were valid 
subject to the good behaviour of ihe licensee to long as he continued to prac- 
tise or earned on business at the place specified m the lieense A medical prac- 
titioner was bound to obtain hi stock from a licented vendor in India and 
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could not sell or dispense to any person except on a bona jidc medical prescnp- 
tion The quantity so sold or dispensed at one time or to one and the same 
person in the aggregate on any one day, could not exceed 0 grains A licensed 
chemist or druggist could obtain his stock either by purchasing from a licensed 
vendor in India or by importation from abroad (by means other than that of the 
post) He could sell to other licensed chemists and druggists and medical prac- 
titioners and to persons holding bona fide prescriptions from qualified medical 
practitioners up to the maximum quantity pertmssiblc, in each case Sa’e 
on the authority of a medical prescription was allowed only once unless an 
order to repeat was endorsed on the prescription 

26 Licenses issued and sales thereunder — The number of vend licenses 
extant and granted during the year 1927-28 was 81, against 86 m the preceding 
year and 31 in 1912-13 The total quantity sold under these licenses was — 

1912-13 1926-27 1927-28. 

lbs oz grs lbs oz grs lbs oz grs 

6—15—203 3—8—408 6—11—196 

27 Seizures — Only one seizure of cocaine was made during the year 
1927-28 The quantity confiscated amounted to 497 grains In the preceding 
year about 129 grains of cocaine were confiscated 

28 Disposal of confiscated cocaine — Cocaine confiscated in S nd was sent 
to the Karachi Customs "Warehouse for disposal in accordance with the rules 
framed by the Local Government, 
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CHAPTER IV — Bengal Presidency. 

29 Rules — Cocaine was first declared to be an excisable article m Bengal 
in the year 1900 There are rules in force to govern dealings m coca leaves, 
alkaloids Of coca, every drink or substance prepared from the coca plant 
(Erythroxylon coca), every drug, synthetic or other, having a like physiologi- 
cal effect to that of cocaine, and every preparation and admixture thereof. 
Certain articles in which the proportion of the diug is so small as to be negli- 
gible or which for other reasons cannot possibly be used as intoxicants are, 
however, exempted from Excise restrictions 

30 Importi . — The import of the aforesaid articles into Bengal through the 
post was absolutely prohibited In all cases of import from out ide British 
India, an import authorisation as well as an import certificate in the form pres- 
cribed by the League of Nations had to be obtained before an indent was sent 
abroad, and the appheant had to give an undertaking that the consignment was 
required exclusively for medicinal purposes The import authorisation was 
issued without fee by the Commissioner of Excise and covered import and 
transport of the drug from the Custom House to the place of business of the 
importer 

31 Export — The export of cocaine or any preparation or admixture there- 
of, in any quantity in excess of the quantity obtained on a bona fide medical 
prescription could be made only as follows — 

(t) by a licensed chemist or druggist, and 

(t») by means other than the post (except when transmitted by hcensed 
chemists and druggists under certain conditions to different places 
in India and except when the export was on account of Govern- 
ment), and 

(in') on the production of — 

(o) in the case of export to a district in British India, of an authority 
granted by an officer empowered in that behalf by the Govern- 
ment of the Province into which import was to be made 

(6) for export — 

(1) to an Indian State of an “import certificate ” in the form pres- 

cribed by the League of Nations, signed by the Dewan or the 
Chief Executive Officer of the State and countersigned 
by the Resident or the Pohtical Officer accredited to it. 

(2) to a foreign territory m India, of permission from the proper 

authority therein , 

(c) for export to a country beyond the limits of India, of a certificate 

from the Government of the importing country to the effei t 
that the consignment was approved by that Government and 
was required exclusively for medicinal or scientific purposes 

(d) For export by sea to a maritime State in India or to any place 

beyond the limits of India, of a certificate from the Government 
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of tlie importing country to tlic effect that the consignment was 
approved by that Government and vas required exclusively 
for medicinal or scientific purposes and of an export authorisa- 
tion granted by the Collector of Customs, Calcutta, through 
which port only such an export was permitted to be made 

The Collector of the exporting district issued an export pass to cover the 
export. 

32 Transport — Any person could transport such quantity of these articles 
as was covered by a hona fide prescription of a qualified doctor or dentist A 
licensed chemist or druggist could transport these articles on production of a 
permit, granted by the Collector of the district in wluchthe drug was to be 
transported, or, in the case of a hospital or charitable dispensary, of orders 
countersigned by a Cml Surgeon, an officer of the Indian Medical Ser%uce or an 
ofiicer of the E A M C , or, in the case of a votennary dispensary, of orders 
countersigned by the Superintendent of the Civil Veterinary' Department or, 
in the case of colliery dispensaries in the Asansol Mining Settlement, of orders 
countersigned by the Chief Medical Officer of Health (Chief Sanitary Officer of 
the Asansol Mines Board of Health), and on obtaining a transport pass from the 
Collector of the exporting- district VTien such transports were made by a 
licensed chemist or druggist by post, certain specified conditions had to be 
satisfied 


33 Possession — The possession of the drugs, whether in a dry state or in 
solution was prohibited except by the following classes of persons and in the 
quantities specified against each, mz ■ — 


{a) By private individuals, in such quantities as were prescribed in a 
bona fide prescription subject to the maximum specified below 


(1) Coca leaves — ^two ounces 

(2) Alkaloids of coca — 10 grains, except when certified to be required 

for purely surgical use 


(3) Every other intoxicating drmk or substance prepared from the 

coca plant — such quantity as was certified not to have an 
alkaloidal strength exceeding that of 2 ounces of coca leaves 

(4) All drugs, synthetic or other, having a bke physiological effect to 

that of cocaine — m a quantity not exceeding 6 grains, except 
when certified to be required for purely surgical use 


(6) All preparations and admixture of any of the above— such quantity 
as was appbcable to the class mentioned above to which the pre 
paration or admixture belonged subject to the above exception 
regarding use for surgical purposes 


(c) By licensed chemists or druggists, to the ox one „ 

variettes of the ^ugs taken together or such smaller or large- 
quantity as was fixed by the Excise Commissioner m any indm' 
dual case ^ 
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(<?) By licensed medical practitioners or dentists to the extent of half an 
ounce or such smaller or larger quantity as -rub fixed by the Ex- 
cise Commissioner in any individual case 

(c) There Was no hunt of possession for hospitals aiid dispensaries under 
Goreriiment super^^slon 

In the case of hospitals and dispensaries not under Government super- 
vision, the limit of possession was specified in the Excise permit 
granted to them for the use of the aforesaid drugs 

34 Sale — Sale without a license was prohibited Licefase^ were granted 
only to chemists or druggists approved by the Collector on payineUt df a fee of 
Re 1 per annum The revenue from licens'e fefes for sale of cocauie and allied 
drugs amoimted to Rs 360, against Rs 690 in the pre\nous year and Rs 248 ih 
1912-13 The limit of sale was the same as the hmit of possession of thb pur- 
chaser (paragraph 33 above) 

35 Licenses 'issued and the quantity sold — Four hundred ahd fifty fivfe 
licenses vere issued in the year 1927-28, compared with 420 in 1928-27 arid 265 
in 1912-13 The quantity of cocaine sold during the year was 14 lbs l2 oz 
and 14 grains, against 15 lbs and 208 grains in the preceding year 

36 Seizures — The total quantity of ilbcit cocaine seized in Bengal during 
the year under review was 174 lbs 5 oz and 190 grains, compared with. 43 lbs 
13 oz and 50 grams in 1926-27 and 373 lbs 1 oz and 264 grains m 1912*- 
13 

37 Preventive operaiions and illicit transactions • — The abuse of cocaine 
continued to be prevalent in Calcutta, where alone 423 persons were prosecuted, 
against 355 in the jireceding year The number of persons convicted for illicit 
possession, sale or smugglmg of cocaine increased from 313 to 363 (see state- 
ment 11) 

88 Disposal of confiscated cocaine — Confiscated cocaihe drugs were sent 
to the Chemical Examiner for examination "Wdien they were found by him to be 
unfit for use, they were destroyed When fOrind fit for use, they were stocked 
by the Excise Commissioner for supply to Medical Store Depots, according to 
reqmrements or for sale to licensed wholesale chemists and druggists In 
1927-28, 271 oz of confiscated cocaine were sold to bcensed chermsts and drug- 
gists and 104 oz were supplied to hospitals and charitable dispensaries imder 
Government supervision and to Medical Store Depot In 1926-27, the quan- 
tity of confiscated cocaine sold to licensed chemists and druggists was 257 oz 
The ‘amount in stock at the close Of the financial year l’927-28 was 299 oz. 
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CHAPTER V —Burma 


39 Dcfimhon of Cocaine and provisions of the Act — Cocaine drugs are 
defined in the Burma Excise Act, 1917, as meaning the leaves of the coca plant 
(Erythroxylon coca) and cocaine and every other preparation and derivative 
of the said plant, and any other substance which the Local Government may 
declare to be a cocaine drug The Local Government has declared all drugs, 
synthetic or other, except stovaine and alypm, having a physiological effect 
bimilar to that of cocaine, together wath all preparations and derivatives of 
such drugs, to be cocaine drugs The cultivation or collection of the coca plant 
or any other plant notified as an intoxicating drug is also prohibited by the Act 
except under and in accordance with the conditions of a special license granted 
by the Local Government No such hcenses have ever been or arc hkely to 
be issued 


40 Import, Export and Transport — The import or export of cocaine drugs 
by means of the foreign post was prohibited, and the import, export and trans- 
port of the drugs by inland post were permitted only in the case of certain noti- 
fied medicinal preparations containing a small percentage of cocaine Their 
import and export by means other than the post were permitted only by heensed 
pharmacists, and medical and veterinary practitioners A special permit 
was issued on every occasion of import The Collector of Chistoms and m the 
case of imports from Great Britain, the High Commissioner for India, were 
informed of the names of persons who were permitted to import the drugs, the 
kind of drug and the quantity to be imported and the name of the firm from 
which the drugs were to be purchased A special permit was also required for 
export, but no cocaine drugs were exported from Burma No permit was 
required for the transport within Burma of cocaine drugs in quantities which 
could be legally possessed by the person transporting them 

41 Possession — Possession was prohibited except by — 

(t) Licensed pharmacists and licensed medical and veterinary practi- 
tioners in quantities specified in their licences 


(it) Officers in charge, of notified hospitals and dispensaries 

(ill) Private persons, who had obtained the drugs, for bona fide medicinal 
purposes, from licensed medical or veterinary practitioners, or 
from licensed pharmacists on a prescription of a medical or 
veterinary practitioner, or from officers in charge of notified 
hospitals and dispensaries 


^thout a hcense was prohibited Licenses for sale were 

granted by Collector of districts on payment of a fee of Re 1 to pharmacists, 

t e , to persons who dealt in European medicmes and drugs as a means of liveli- 
hood, and to whom a hceme had been granted for this purpose under the 
Opium Act, 1878 Sale under the hcense was allowed only to^ — 

(a) medical and vetennary practitioners , 

(b) persons producing prescnptions of medical practitioners, and 

(c) other hcense holders 



11 


BURMAv 


Prc'scriptioiis on u'ljich cocaine drugs were sold had to be retained by the 
liccn'^cd \ omlor for two years, and only one sale could be made on the authority 
of any one pro<’cnption The hccnsec was required to purchase his whole stock 
cither direct from Kuropc or from another licensed vendor in Burma 

13 Licen<;cs tsfurd and sale^ thereunder — In 1927-28, 65 licenses for sale 
were issued and the quantity sold thereunder amounted to 9 lbs 5 oz and 127 
grams There were 63 such licenses in 192G-27 and the quantity sold was 6 
lbs 1 1 oz and 236 grams The number of licenses in 1912-13 was 40. There 
are no accurate figures for the quantity sold in that year 

44 Seizures — The seizures of illicit drugs during the year amounted to 
140 lbs 14 oz and 102 grams For figures relating to 1912-13 and 1926-27 
see statement II 

15 Disposal of confiscated cocaine — All confiscated cocaine and alhed 
drugs were sent to the Chemical Examiner for exammation Drugs certified 
by the Chemical Examiner were supplied to the Burma Medical Store Depot 
in the phials scaled as received from the Cliemical Exammer or repacked m lull 
phials by the Superintendent of Excise, Bnngoon "When the requirements of 
the Medical Store Depot had been met, arrangements were made by the Com- 
missioner of Excise, in communication mth the Director General of Indian 
Medical Service, to distribute the excess to depots in other provmces The 
amounts in stock after satisfying the demands of the depots were kept in charge 
of the Collector of Rangoon and reported at the close of each financial year to 
the Government of India Excess stocks, after complying with the require- 
ments of Medical Store Depots and of licensed chemists and medical prac- 
titioners, were destroyed under the orders of the Local Government Drugs 
which were found unfit for use were destroyed 

46 Offences — The quantity of cocame seized mcreased from 3 lbs 12 oz 
and 276 grams m 1926-27 to 140 lbs 14 oz and 102 grams m 1927-28 and 
convictions for cocaine offences fell from 96 to 61 
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CHAPTER VI — ^BinAH and OnissA 

47 Dcfimtion of cocaine and issue of rules — Cocaine is defined in the 
Bihat and Onssa E\cise Act (Act II of 1915) ns including (o) coc,i lea\cs, 
(6) alkaloids of coca , (c) c\ or}* drink or substance prepared from tlie coca 
plant (Erytbroxylon coca) , (d) every drug, synthetic or other, ha\ung a like 
physiological effect to that of cocaine , (c) every preparation or ndnn'vture 
of any article above-mentioncA , (/) anv drink or substance which the local 
Governrhent may, by notification, declare to be cocaine for the purposes of the 
Act, and every preparation or admixture of the same 

By an amending Act which came into force from the 17th !March 1928 
the cultivation of plants which may j*icld cocaine has been prohibited 

48. ImpoTl — ^The import, export and transport of cocame b\' post were 
^prohibited, except on behalf of the Government It could be imported by 
other means only by licensed chemists, druggists and medical practitioners 
for bona me^cinal purposes and under cover of a pass, obtamed from the 
Collector of the importing district in the case of import from any part m Bntiah 
India, and under cover of special permits, granted free of charge on each occa- 
sion by the Commissioner of Excise, in the case of import from any place out- 
side British India 

49 Export —The export of cocaine in excess of the quantity obtained 
at one tune and possessed by a person under a single bona fide prescription 
of a qualified medical practitioner was permitted only by a licensed chemist 
or druggist, and on production — 

(a) for export to a district in British India, of permission from the 

Collector of that district, or, in the case of a hospital or a charit- 
able dispensary of orders countersigned by a Ci\il Surgeon, 
an officer of the Imlian Medical Sersnee or an officer of the Royal 
Army Medical Corps, or in the case of a Veterinary Dispensary 
by a Director and Deputy Director of a Cml Veteruiary Depart- 
ment, and 

[b) for export to an Indian State or foreign terntory in India of permis- 

sion from the proper authority therein 

50 Transport — Similarly, the transport of cocame in quantities, m 
excess of the qnantaty obtamed at one tune and possessed by a person under 
smgle bona fide prescription of a quahfied medical practitioner, could be made 
only by a hcensed chemist, or druggist, and on production — 

(а) for transport withm a district, of a permit granted by the Collector, 

or m the case of a hospital or a charitable dispensary, of orders 
countersigned by a Civil Surgeon, an officer of the Indian Medical 
Service or an officer of the Royal Army Medical Corps, or in 
the case of a Veterinary Dispensary, by a Director or Deputy 
Director of a Civil Veterinary Department, and 

(б) for transport from one district to another, of a penmt granted by the 

Collector of the latter district, or m the case of a hospital or a 
charitable dispensary, of orders countersigned by a Civil Surgeon, 
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an officer of tlie Indian Medical Seridce, or an officer of the Eoyal 
Army Medical Cbrps, or m the case of a Vetermary Dispensary 
by a Director or Deputy Director of a Civil Vetermary Depart- 
ment 

51. Possessioy} — ^The possession of cocaine, whether m a dry state or m 
solution, was permitted only in the following cases, and subject to the con- 
ditions mentioned below — 

(а) by a licensed chemist or druggist up to one oimce, and by hcensed 

quahfied medical practitioners up to half an ounce (m either case 
of all varieties of the drugs taken together), or such larger 
quantities as were specially sanctioned by the Commissioner of 
Excise , 

(б) by hospitals and dispensanes under Government supervision or 

holding Excise permits (which were granted free of charge) for 
the possession and use of these drugs for medicinal or surgical 
purposes only, m any quantity , 

(c) by pnvate indinduals up to such quantity as was presonbed m a 
single bona fide prescription by a quahfied medical practitioner 
(as defined below), subject to the followmg maximum limi t, 

V CT2 — 

(1) coca leaves — 2 ounces , 

(2) alkaloids of coca — 10 gramf , except when certified to be required 
for purely surgical use , 

(3) every other dnnk or substance prepared from the coca plant — 

such quantity as was certified not to have an alkaloidal strength 
exceeding that of two ounces of coca leaves , 

(4) all drugs, synthetic or other, having a physiological effect smnlar 

to that of cocame — m a quantity not exceedmg 5 grams, 
except when certified to be required for purely surgical use , 

(6) all preparations and admixtures of any of the above such quantify 
as was apphcable to the class mentioned above, to which the 
preparation or admixture belonged, subject to the above 
exception regarding use for surgical purposes 

For the purpose of the rules the expression “ quahfied practitioner ” 
means — 

(t) any person registered as a medical practitioner under the Medical 
Act, 1858, or any Act of Parhament amendmg the same, or under 
any law for the registration of medical practitioners for the tune 
bemg m forde in any part of British India, or 

('ll) any person registered as a dentist under the Dentists Act, 18/8* 
or any Act of Parhament amendmg the same, or 

(m) any person possessed of quahfications which render him ehgible 
for remstration as a medical practitioner or dentist, as the cas e 
may be, under the Medical Act, 1858, the Dentists’ Act, 1878, 
or any Act of Parhament amendmg the same Acts, or under 
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any law for the regiatmtion of medical practitioners or dentists 
for the time being in force in any part of British India and ap- 
proved by the Collector for the purpose of these rules or of cor- 
responding rules for the time being in force in any part of i^itish 
India , 

(ta) any other persons engaged in medical or vetermary practice, and 
approved by the Excise Commissioner for the purpose of these rules 
or of corresponding rules for the time being in force in any part 
of Bntish India 

52 Sale — Ketad sale was allowed only for bona fide medicinal purposes, 
and only on the prescription of a qualified medical practitioner Licenses for 
retail sale were granted by the Collector of the district only to duly approved 
chemists and druggists on payment of an annual fee of one rupee Sale could 
not m any case, exceed the quantity which the purchaser was authonzed to 
possess (paragraph 60 above) A fresh prescription was required ev’ery time 
that cocaine had to be dispensed by a chemist, and the prescriptions were re- 
tamed in original by the dispensing chemist 

63. Licenses issued and sales theTeunder — Ninety-seven licenses for retail 
sale were issued during the year 1927-28 Two pounds 5 ounces and 12 grains 
of cocaine were sold by retad licensees during the year In 192G-27 the number 
of such hcenses was 90, against 79 in 1912-13 The quantity of cocaine sold 
thereunder durmg 1926-27 amounted to 2 pounds 7 ounces and 98 grains The 
mcrease m the number of retail licenses was due to opening of new dispensa- 
ries by qualified medical practitioners 

54: Revenue — sum of Rs 101 was realized during the year 1927-28 
in the shape of license fees In 1926-27, Rs 79 were realised as hcense fees 
whereas in 1912-13 a sum of Rs 78 was derived from this source 

66 Seizures — The total quantity of cocame seized and confiscated durmg 
the year 1927-28 amounted to 2 lbs 8 oz and 377 grains The drug seized was 
m paper packets or open phials m a more or less impure condition For 
figures relating to 1912-13 and 1926-27 see Statement II 

56» Offences ^The number of persons convicted for offences relating 
to cocame was 41, against 43 m the year 1926-27 and 86 in the year 1912-13 

67 Disposal of confiscated cocaine —Confiscated cocame drugs were sent 
to the Chemical Examiner for Customs and Excise for examination The 
Chemical Exammer was authorized to destroy all the drugs found unfit for 
use and to forward those found fit for use to the Excise Commissioner for supply 
to Medical Store Depots, accordmg to requirements or for sale to hcensed 
dealers There was no stock of confiscated 
Excise during the year 1927-28 for supply to 
or to licensed dealers. 


cocame with the Commissioner of 
Government Medical Store Depots 
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CllAPTEn — United Pjiovinoes Of’ AQUA AND OuDH. 

58 liulcs -—llnlcs were m force governing the possession nnd snle of 
‘roeaine’ (\\liich torni include^s coca leaves, any allcnloid or substance pre- 
pnreil from f lie coca plant, and an}* prcjia ration "or adtin\ture thereof) The 
rcstnctions iinjioscd by the rules do not appl}-^, however, to certain 
proparafiniig containing not more than l/IO per cent of cocaine 

nS-A. / inport — The import of cocaine was permitted from the United Ki ng, 
dom through the ports of Bombay, Calcutta and Karachi, and also fiom other 
provinces of Brit’sli India Import through the post from other provinces was 
nllmvwl under cerf-am restrictions Tlie persons permitted to iipport were 
lipcnscjl vendors, piodical practitioners registered under the United Provinces 
Medical Act, 1917, dental surgeons, military civil assistant surgeons, sub- 
assistant surgeons, gazetted onTiccrs of the Army Veterinary Corps and 
tho Indian Civil Veterinary Department, o/Ticcrs-in-charge or managers of 
certain liospitals and di'^pensaries in the United Provinces and persons ex' 
empted from the general prohibition of the possession of cocaine under Section 
20 (4) of the United Pronpccs Excise Act, 1910 The import procedure ivas 
as follows — 


TIic importer had first to obtain for each importation a permit from the 
Collector of his district, and riien forward it to the Excise Com- 
missioner for issue of an import authorisation Thereupon if the 
Excise Commissioner was eatisficd as to the honafides of the im- 
porter, granted a certificate in the form prescribed by the League 
of Nations Tho certificate was to be m quadruplicate In the 
case of import from the United Kingdom, one copy was forwarded 
by tho Excise Commissioner to the High Commissioner for India, 
London, direct , the second copy was forwarded by him to t he 
CoUectop of Customs at the port of import concerned , and the 
remaining f^yo copies were made over to the importer, one for 
presentation by himself or his agent to the Collector of Customs 
at the port of import on arrival of the consignment, and one to 
be fopwarded to the exporting firm in the United Kingdom. 
In the case of import fpom another province of British India, one 
copy was forwarded by the Excise Commissioner to the Collector 
or Chief Revenue Authonty of the district of export, one to the 
Collector of the distnct of import for record, and the remaimng 
two copies were made ovep by him to the importer, one to be 

forvyarded to the exporting &m and one to he retained as autho- 
nty for import 

The import of cocaine by post from any province of Bntish India was 
subject to the following conditions — 


(1) Onlj the parpel post shaU be used and the parcels shall be insured ; 


(2) the import shall be covered by an import certificate to be granted by 
the Excise Commissioner, 


(3) the parcels shall be acoompamed by a declaration statmg tho names 
of the importer and the exporting firm, the contents of the parcels 
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bucli ainonnl, not cxcecdiug half an ounce, as they were authori- 
sed by tlicir supeiior ofliceis to jiosscss , 

(f)) ]3y ofiicera in charge, or managers, as the case may be, of certain 
hosijitals and dispensaries in the United Piovmces, for use in 
their hospitals and dispensaries to the amount sanctioned for 
each 

(6) By dental surgeon or licentiates who were registered under a Euro- 

pean or American Medical or Dental Act, or who had received a 
diploma or license from an Indian University or College and who 
practised dentistry according to European methods — to the extent 
of two ounces 

. -V 

(7) B}’ peraons and institutions specially exempted by notification by the 

Local Government under section 76 of the Exci se Act, I Vof 1910, 

> to the extent notified 

The Leal Government could prohibit any person described above who m 
their opinion had abused the privilege from possessing cocame 

Members of the professions who were qualified to possess and use cocaine 
in the exercise of their profession could not withm a calendar year use or pres- 
cribe through a licensed vendor of cocaine more than the amoimt which they 
themselves were permitted to possess at a time, and all such use or presenp- 
tion were to be strictly for professional purposes only 

62 Sale — Licensed pharmacists could sell cocame only to 

(а) medical and veterinary practitioners as specified above , 

(б) private persons producing prescriptions from such practitioners , 

(c) other licensed pharmacists , and 

(d) persons specially exempted from the general prohibition on posses- 

sion 

Licenses for sale of cocame were not granted to qualified medical prac- 
titioners for their own chemists’ and druggists’ shops 

63 Incenses issued and sales thereunder — The number of hcenses granted 
during the year 1927-28 was 119 The total quantity sold was 6 pounds 7 
ounces and 96 grams Eor figures relating to 1912-13 and 1926-27, please see 
Statement I 

6i Seizures — Two hundred and mnety-four cases of smuggling or 
illicit sale of cocame and its alhed drugs were tried durmg the year, agamst 
232 in 1926-27 — an mcrease of 26 7 per cent The seizures amounted to 5 
pounds 6 ounces and 190 grams, compared with 6 poimds 11| ounces in 1926-27 
Smuggled cocame was sold in the provinces for as much as Es 150 to 200 an 
ounce, while the price of the hcit drug was about Rs 20 an ounce The traffic 
did not show any signs of abatement inspite of severe preventive measures and 
spread to some districts where it was unknown before Both Germany and 
Japan contmued to be the main sources of the supply of this contraband. 
Oidy one case came to hght m which a registered medical practitioner was 
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siispoctcd of lia\ang prescribed cocninc in excessive qunntitica After an enquiry 
the matter •aas dropped on the recommendation of the Inspector General of 
Cml Hospitals 

66 Disposal of confiscated corame, ct' — Samples of all confiscated cocaine 
wore forwarded by the Collector to the Chemical Examiner fot examination 
Cocaine which was passed by the Chemical Examiner ns puto ^\as forwarded 
by Collectors to the Excise Commis^ oner who distributed the drug to the 
Medical Store Depots, at Calcutta and Minn j\br, in such quantities as were 
required by them The quantity remaining after meeting the roqmrementa of 
these depots, was distributed partly to depots in other pro\uncCvS, in communi- 
cation with the Director General, Indian Medical Sernce, and if any surplus 
remained after such distribution, it was kcjit in the custody of the Excise 
Commissioner and sold by him to licemcd vendots and District Board or Muni- 
cipal hospitals and dispensaries or dispo^^ed of otherwise under the orders of 
Government All confiscated cocaine, other than that passed by the Chemical 
Exaimner as pure, was destroyed 
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OHiVPTER VIII.— PuKJAB 

6G — Rules were in force governing dealings m coca leaves, cocaine 

and other alkaloids of coca, every other intoxicating drink or substance pre- 
pared from the coca plant and all drugs, synthetic or otherwise ha\nng a like 
physiological effect to that of cocaine, and all preparations and admixtures 
of any of the above But certain recognised medicinal preparations of cocaine 
and its allied drugs containing not more than 0 • 1 per cent of cocaine were 
exempt from the operations of the rules except in regard to import by sea from 
foreign countries by means of the post 

67. Import — The import, export or transport of cocaine drugs by means of 
the post was proliibited except on behalf of the Government Their importa- 
tion by other means was permitted only to licensed vendors or Government 
officers actmg as such m the course of their official duties, and under the authori- 
sation granted by the Financial Commissioner m each case Importation by 
sea was allowed only through the ports of Bombay and Karachi and the importer 
was required to appomt a recogmsed agent to pass the drugs through the 
Custom House. Every person importing by land from another provmce was 
required to make his purchases in the proiunce of export only from chemists 
and druggists who were authorised to sell the drugs for export, and to comply 
with all the rules and orders in force in that province regulatmg such exports 
In both cases the authorisations granted for the importation of the drugs 
covered their transport to the places of destmation and it was meumbent upon 
the importer to report to the Collector of his district the arrival of any drugs so 
imported at the destination and to produce them for inspection if so reqmred. 

68. Import Certificates and Authorisatibns — ^The remarks made under 
“ Opium ” mth regard to the issue of “ import certificates ” (mtroduced as the 
residt of a League of Nations resolution) apply generally to cocaine There was 
tm compteheUSiVe list of cocame prejiarations exempted frOm mternal control 
Particulars of exempted preparations are issued from tune to tune 

69 Export — ^The export of cocame drugs from the Punjab to places out- 
side India was prohibited Their export to other provmces or Indian States 
was pernutted only to hcensed vendors or Government officers actmg as such 
in the course of their official duties, and under a pass granted by the Fmancial 
Commissioner in each case, on production by the exporter of an authorisation 
from the proper authority or pobtical officer of the provmce or State of unport 
The exporter was required to consign the drugs either to duly authorised officers 
of the provmce or State of import, or to a chemist or druggist who V as authorised 
to sell the drugs m such provmce or State, or to a private person therein on the 
prescription of a medical practitioner, and to the extent specified in such prescrip- 
tion He had also to comply with all the rules and orders m force m the Pronnee 
of State regulating the importation of the cocame drugs therem, and report 
to the Collector, or other authorised officer of such province or State, the arrival 
Of the drugs at the destmation and produce them for mspection if so required 
The export pass covered the transport of the drugs to the places of destination 

70. Transport — Transport was permitted withm the Pro^'mce by licen- 
sed vendors Guverliment Officers actmg as such m the coufse of their official 
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duties, medical practitioners, and private jicisons, in (jnnnhtu's wliicli they were 
authorised to possess A licensed \cndor was required <o obtain a puss from 
tlic Collector of the district for each transport, and had to report the arrival at 
their destination of any drugs so transported, and to jiroduci' t.hcin for insjiection 
if so required In the case of e\ery sale otherwifio than on a jircscnjilion 
the licensee w-as required to issue a pass to cover transport of tlie con- 
signment to its destination, and send the diqilicate cojiy to the Col- 
lector of the district m w-huh the diug was to he transported if an authorisa- 
tion was not required to he taken out from an authorised Government olh'cer 

Transport through the Province was pcrmiti,cd hy other provinces and 
Indian States only under cover of passes granted, in the former cases liy a duly 
authorised officei of the Province of export and in the latter hy a iliily autho- 
rised Political Oiheer of State of iinimit 

71 Possession — Possession was prohihited evcejit in the case of drugs — 

(1) possessed by an olhcct of the Government in the course of Ins olhciai 

duties or required hy him m the exercise of such duties , 

(2) possessed hy a medical practitioner including (1) any practitioner 

who w'as eligible for registration under section 13 of the Puiqah 
Medical Registration Act of 3hlG unless having been so registered 
his name had been subsequently removed from the Register 
under section 16, (2) any dentist who w'as eligible for registra- 
tion as a dentist under the Dentists’ Aet, 1878 (41 and 42 Vict , 
C 33) and Act of Parliament amending the same, or who held a 
license to practise dentistry granted hy a State Board ui the 
Umted States of America , 

(3) any member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons , and 

(4) any Veterinary practitioner who was eligible for registration on the 

Register of Veterinary Surgeons under seetion 13 of the Veteri- 
nary Surgeons Act, 1881 (44 and 45 Viet , C 62) The Financial 
Commissioner could deprive of a license any person of the classes 
mentioned, who had been convneted of any offence under the 
Excise Law, or whose name had been removed from the Punjab 
Medical Register , 

(3) possessed by a licensed vendor up to the lumt allowed by his license , 

and 

(4) possessed by any other person to the hmit of such quantity as he had 

purchased on the prescription of a qualified medical practi- 
tioner 

72 Sale — Sale wuthout a license was illegal Licenses were issued by the 
Collector free of charge to approved druggists only, that is to say to persons w'ho 
dealt in European medicines and drugs as a means of livelihood and were wuth 
the approval of the district medical authority declared fit to sell cocame drugs 
The maximum li mi t of possession authorised by a license was ordmanly one 
ounce in the aggregate of all drugs covered by a license, but in special cases this 
limit could be raised with the sanction of the Fmancial Commissioner The 
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hcensco \\ as required (o obtnin lus stocks of the drugs either direct from Europe, 
or from anotlicr aiitlioriscd vendor in nccordaneo uith tlie rules govermng im- 
port and tr iiisport S ile under the license u as pcimitted only to the folloivmg 
])orsons iiiid in quantities w hich they were aiitlioriscd to possess, viz — 

(1) an ofliccr of the Government acting as such in the course of his 

official duties 

(2) a medical practitioner as defined above , 

(3) another licensed vendor , and 

(4) a private person jiroducing a prc'^cnptiou from a qualified medical 

practitioner 

Cocaine could not be supplied more than once on the same prescription, except 
111 pursuance of fresh directions duly endorsed on the prescription by the medical 
practitioner by whom it was originally issued and signed with his name m full 
and dated 

The names of the person firm or body corporate dispensing the prescrip- 
tion, and the address of the premises at which and the date on which it was 
dispensed were required to be marked on the prescription 

The licensee vas bound to maintain a correct account of transactions in 
cocaine and to preserve customs receipts or invoices of sujiply as well as original 
prescriptions and reccqits from the persons to v horn the issues were made 

73 Licens s issued and sales thereunder — In 1927-28, 39 licenses were 
issued, and the ecorded sales thereunder were 5 lbs 12 oz and 212 grams In 
192G-27 the number of licenses issued for the sale of cocaine was 36, against 77 
in 1 912-13 The quantity sold amounted to 5 lbs and 1G6 grains in 1926-27 
and 4 lbs 8 oz and 369 grains m 1912-13 

74 Seizures — There were 47 seizures during the year 

75 League of Nations’ Resolution — In pursuance of a League of Nations’ 
resolution, it has been dec ded that a certificate from the Chief Excise Authority 
of the Province is reqiured for every import of cocaine or its salts to the effect 
that the consigmneiit to be imported is approved by that authority and is 
requued solely for medicinal or scientific purposes 

76 Disposal of confiscated cocaine, etc — Formerly confiscated cocaine and 
preparations thereof used to be dehx'ered to the Collector of the district in 
which the order of confiscation was passed Drugs from recognised makers, 
contained in intact phials, were forwarded by Collectors to the Chemical Exa- 
mmer, Punjab, for examinat on, and if passed by hi m as fit for use, were sent 
to the Medical Store Depot, Lahore, for disposal Drugs contamed (a) m opened 
phials, and (b) in phials, which were not passed by the Chemical Exaimner 
were destroyed, in case («) by the Collector concerned, and in case (b) by the 
Chemical Examiner Drugs in mtact phials, which were passed by the Chemi- 
cal Exammer but were in excess of the reqmrements of the kledical Store Depot, 
Lahore, were distributed by the Chemical Exammer, in correspondence with 
the Director General, Indian Medical Ser%uce, to depots m other provmces 
A repoit was submitted to the Government of India, at the end of each financial 
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year, showing the balance of confi**! atofl roi^nne left over, after supplying 
Medical Store Depots, hona fide heensed vendors of locaine drugs and private 
medical practitioners, and after destroying wlint was not north keeping How- 
ever it has recently been decided by the Punjab Government (Ministry of 
Agriculture) that in future all confiscated cocaine and its prcparalions must be 
destroyed under the orders of the Collector in the presence of tJic District Excise 
Officer 

77 Ilhml Traffic ^n Coemve — The use of cocaine is increasing especially 
m large towns and the illicit traffic is assuming an alarming aspect During 
1927-28, .88 persons wore arrested for illegal possession of cocaine, 0 for un- 
licensed sale, and 4 for smuggling 

Vigorous preventive action liowever by the Excise Department and the 
special C I D Excise staff has met xvitli considerable success An extremely 
impprtant capture was made during the year in t.he Lahore district, in winch no 
less than 14,437 grains of cocaine were recovered from a notorious smuggler 
named Muintaz of Lahore City In other cases 848 grams vcrc recovered in 
the same district from smaller smugglers From tuo smugglers at Rohtak, 
316 grains were recovered, from two in Ambala, 201 grains , gnd 13,5 graips were 
recovered in Amritsar 


78 Arrests and convictions — The following tnb)p classifips flic nvpjhcf of 
persons arrested and convicted for offences relating to cocajne during the years 
1912-13, 1926-27 and 1927-28 — 


Yoir 

Illicit possession 

Unliccnscfl sale 

Smuggling 

Arrested 

Convictc<l 

Arrcstcxl 

Con^^cfc;(l 

1 

Arrested 

Conwoted 

1912-13 

68 

62 





1926 27 

96 

63 

9 

7 

6 

6 

1927-28 1 

38 

1 1 

26 

6 

1 

4 

4 
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CHAPTER IX— Central Provinces and Bebar 


79 Rules —Rules were m force goveruiug dealings m coca leaves, cocaine 
and other alkaloids of coca, every other mtoxicatmg drink or substance pre- 
pared from the coca plant and all drugs, synthetic or otherwise, having a like 
physiological efiect to that of cocame 

The Central Provinces Excise (Amendment) Bill, 1926, passed on the 4th 
March 1927, extends the prohibition of cultivation to all the varieties of coca 
plant. 

80 Import — Cocame could be imported mto the provmce only under a 
permit to be obtained for each consignment separately from the following 
authorities — 


Cases tn whtch permits were granted 

1 For supplies required for hospitals 

or dispensaries or veterinary dia- 
pensanes ivoiking under Govern- 
ment supemsion 

2 For supphes required for the Great 

Indian Pemnsula Railway hos- 
pitals or dispensanes m the 
Central Provinces and Berar 

3 For supphes required for medical 

institution exempted under 
section 66 of the Act, 

4 In all other cases 


Authority granting permit 
The Civil Surgeon of the distnct or 
the Superintendent, Civil Veten- 
nary Department, whose mdent 
was regarded as a permit 
The Distnct Sui^eon of the Bailway 
Distnct whose indent was re- 
garded as a permit 

The Civil Surgeon of the distnct who 
countersigned the indent Such 
countersignature uas regarded as 
a permit 

The Excise Commissioner. 


81 Export — The export of the drugs and their transit through the Central 
Provmces and Berar to Indian States were simdaxJy permitted only under 
passes granted by the Excise Commissioner, in the former case on production of 
a permit from an authorized officer of the provmce of import, and m the latter 
on application made by the Government of the State concerned through the 
Pohtical Agent In both cases the drugs were required to be conveyed to them 
destination m sealed packages 


82 Transport Permits for the transport of cocame vithm the limit of 

possession authorized were granted by the following authorities 


Gases tn which permits were granted 

1 For supplies required for hospitals 

or dispensanes or vetennar\' 
dispensaries working under 
Government supervision 

2 For supphes required for the Great 

Indian Penmsula Railway hos- 
pitals or dispensanes m the 
Central Provinces and Berar 

3 For supphes rcqmrcd for other 

medical institutions exempted 
under section 60 of the Act. 

4 In all other cases 


Authority granting permit 

Tlie Civil Surgeon of the distnct or 
the Supenntendent, Cinl Vetc- 
nnarj' Department whose indent 
was regarded ns a permit 

The Distnct Surgeon of the Railway 
Distnct a hose indent was re- 
garded as a permit 

The Cnnl Surgeon of the distnct who 
countersigned the indent Such 
countcreignature was regarded m 
a permit 

The Collector of the distnct to which 
the dnig was being sent 


OENTEAL PEOVINCES AND BEEAE 

83 Posscsbton — The possession of cocaine was proliibilcd save in Uic 
following eases — 

(а) A quantity not exceeding one ounce held under the autlionty of a 

hccubc for sale 

(б) A quantity not exceeding half an ounce required for the exercise of 

his profession hy a medical practitioner 

(c) Any quantity purchased from a licensed vendor for medicinal jnir- 
poscs on the iircscription of a medical iiractitioner 
Provided that the prescription w as dated, shon cd the full name and addrc' s 
of the person for wliosc use it was given, nas signed by the medical practitioner 
with Ins full name and address, and stated the exact quantity of cocaine, and 
that such quantity was not exceeded, and nns m Ihc jiosscsbion of the person 
who purchased it and for whom it had been proscribed, or of a person autho- 
rized to purchase or possess it on Ins behalf ' 

84 Sale — The sale of cocaine nns prohibited except by a dniggnl to 
whom a sale license had been granted hy the Collector Tlic fee payable there- 
on was Rs 5 per annum 

85 Incomes issued and sales thereunder — In 1027, eight hcenxes for the 
»ale of cocamc and its synthetics ncre issued to medical ])ractitioners and other 
persons, and the quantity of the drugs sold tlicrcundcr amounted to 3 o/ and 
207| grams In 1926, eight licenses were issued for the sale of cocaine, against 
9 m 1912-13 The quantity sold amounted to 3 oz and 315] grams in 1920, 
compared with 3 oz and 174 grains m 1912-13 

86 Seizures . — 48 grams of cocaine was ‘•cizcd during tlic year 

87 Offences and convictions — The cocaine habit docs not seem to haxc 
ohtamed any hold in the province Only one case concerning 48 grams of 
cocaine was detected at Khandwa The accused was discharged on ing to some 
discrepancies in the evidence 

88 Disposal of confiscated cocaine, cte — All confiscated cocaine and allied 
drugs were handed over by the authority ordering the confiscation to the 
Deputy Commissioner of the district If the drugs were Irani recognized makers 
and in intact phials, they were sent by the Deputy Commissioner to the Chemical 
Examiner to the Government of the United Provmccs at Agra for examination 
Such drugs as were passed by the Chemical Examiner as fit for use were issued 
to the Medical Store Depot at Bombay in the phials sealed as received from the 
Chemical Examiner When, however, the quantity of the drugs for disposal 
was greatly in excess of the annual requirements of the Sledical Store Depot 
at Bombay, arrangements were made hy the Excise Commissioner, in coininum- 
cation with the Director General, Indian Medical Sen ice, to distribute the 
excess to depocs in other provinces Tlie amounts in stock after satisf}nug 
the deinands of the depots were kept in charge of tlic Excise Department, and 
reported at the close of each financial year to the Government of India, under 
whose orfes they were destroyed or othennse disposed of All drugs nhich 

or winch were not contained in intact plnals, 
or which the Cheimcal Exammer did not pass as fit for use, were destroyed under 

thw^pui^ose ^ cpufcy Commissioner or any other officer deputed by hmi for 
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CHAPTER X— Assam 

89 Rides — The use of cocame as an intoxicating drug is unknown in Assam- 
Rules liavc however, been made governing dealings in coca leaves, cocame 
and other alkaloids of coca, every other intoxicating drink or substance pre- 
pared from the coca plant, all drugs, synthetic or other, having a hke physiolo- 
gical effect to that of cocaine and all prepamtions and admixtures of any of 
the above. 

Formerly there were no rules relating to the cultivation of the coca plant 
or the production or preparation of cocaine drugs As a matter of fact such 
cultivation and production aie not earned on in the province The Assam 
Excise (Amendment) Act, 1927, has however recently been passed with a view 
to prolnbit the cultivation of cocame-yielding plants 

90 Jmporl — The importation of cocaine drugs from foreign temtory by 
post was absolutely prohibited Their import from other parts of Bntish 
India u as penmtted only by hcensed vendors, [medical practitioners, dentists 
and managers or superintendents of pnvate hospitals or dispensaries under 
special passes granted on each occasion by CoUectors of districts and only up 
to the limits of possession sanctioned in each particular case Import from 
places outside Bntish India was permitted only with the wntten sanction of 
the Commissioner and on production of an import authonsation in the form 
prescribed by the League of Nations to meet the provisions of the International 
Opium Convention of 1912 

91. Export — The export of cocaine drugs was penmtted by hcensed vend- 
ors, medical vendors, meical practitioners, dentists and managers, or super- 
mtendents of pnvate ho'^pitals or dispensanes holding permits from the 
Collector for the use of any or all of the cocame drags, on production — 

(a) for export to Bntish India, of a pass from the Collector of the im- 
po^ng district , 

{b) for export to an Indian State, of a written permission from the 
Pohtical Agent or Supermtendent thereof , and 

(c) for export to temtones in the province to which the Excise Act did 
not apply of a pass from the Deputv Commissioner or Superin- 
tendent of the particular temtorv to which export was to be 
made 

The Collector of the exporting district issued an export pass to ct-ivor ;Lc 
export 

92 Transport — The transport of cocame drugs from one distnet to a->- 
other within the temtones to which the Eastern Beng-il .ird Ascsi'n Kve's.- 
Act, I of 1910, apphed was allowed onlv on a penmt issnod by tiie OoPivts - c 
the ditrict to which the drugs were to be taken and by the s.inie persons i-v', is' 
the same extent as m the case of import. The Collector of *he di- riei i-O' 
which the drugs w ere transported issued a transport pass to cover tlo iro ' 
port 

M.29C.B.R. 
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93 Possession —Posseasiott of tlio drugs was proluhitcd except by 
the following classes of persons and in quantities specified against each, 

VIZ — 

(a) by hcensed chemists and druggists, one ounce or less of all varieties 

taken together according to the standing of the firm, or such 
larger quantity as the Commissioner sanctioned in special 
cases , 

(b) by medical practitioners or dentists liolding licenses for the possession 

and sale of the drugs in question, up to the quantity specified in 
their permits This amount did not ordinarily exceed half an 
ounce , but quantities in excess of this could be permitted by the 
Commissioner m special casc^ The term “ medical practitioner ” 
IS limited to graduates in medicine of recognised Universities in 
India, Europe or America, medical practitioners eligible for regis- 
tration on tbe Medical Ecgister of Great Britain, mcrlical subor- 
dmates in Government employment not below the rank of Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon, duly quabfied dentists entitled to be entereil 
in the Dentists’ Section of the Medical Register of Great Bntain, 
and Medical Officers or other persons who w ere specially admit- 
ted by tbe Commissioner to the privileges of medical practi- 
tioners , 

(c) by managers or supenntendents of pnvate hospitals or dispensaries, 

up to the quantity authorised by the Commissioner on the 
recommendation of the district officers , 

(d) by pnvate mdmduals, up to such quantity as had been specified 

in the prescnption of a quabfied medical practitioner , 

(e) by managers or superintendents of hospitals or dispensanes under 

Government supervision, in any quantity 

94 Sale — Sale without a hcense was prohibited Licenses for the retail 
vend of the drugs were issued by distnct officers with tbe previous sanction of 
the Commissioner at an annual fee of rupee one each The hcenses are renewed 
every year Permits for the use of the drugs m the exercise of their profes- 
sion by chemists, druggists or dentists and by managers or supenntendents of 
private hospitals or dispensanes were granted free of charge The licensees 
obtained their stock either by purchase from a hcensed vendor in India or by 
import from foreign territory under a bcense granted by the Collector or 
Commissioner respectively A hcensed chemist or druggist could seU or dis- 
pense cocaine drugs to other such hcensees or to hcensed medical practitioners 
or to pnvate persons holding prescriptions from quabfied medical practitioners 
The sales could not in any case exceed the quantities which the purchaser 
was authorised to possess (paragraph 93 above) 

96 Licenses issued and sales thereunder — In 1927-28, eighteen hcenses 
for the vend of cocaine and 120 free permits to the managers of tea gardens 
were issued, against 18 and 121, respectively, in 1926-27 and 8 and 117 respec- 
tively m 1912-13 1 lb 13 oz and 12 grams of cocame drugs were sold dunng 
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the year, compared with 14 oz and 298^ grams m 1926-27 and 12 oz and 23 
. grams m 1912-13 

96 Seizures — No seizures of illicit cocaine drugs were made m the pro- 
vince during the year 

97 Ojfcnc.es — No case w as detected during the year 

98 Dispo<!al of conftscafed cocaine — On receipt of a report from the dis- 
trict offiber the Commissioner issued orders ns to the mode of disposal of con- 
fiscated cocaine drugs Drugs from recogmsed makers m intact phials were 
sent to the Chemical Examiner to the Govermiient, who forwarded them, if 
found fit for use, under his own seal to the Commissioner who made them over 
to the Calcutta Jledical Store Depot at intervals of every three months If the 
quant it}’ was greatly m excess of the usual rcqmremcnts of the Medical Store 
Depot, the Local Government was moved to make the necessary arrangements 
in communication with tlic Director General, Indian Medical Service, for the 
distribution of the excess to the depots in other pro\’mces The amount m 
stock, after satisfaction of the demands of the depots, was stored m the custody 
of the Commissioner who is required to submit a report at the close of each 
financial year to the Local Government for the information of the Govern- 
ment of India Drugs w hich did not issue from recognised makers and were 
not m intact phials, or which W’ere declared unfit for use by the Chemical 
Exanuncr, were destroyed by a gazetted officer 
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CHAPTEE XI — NonTii-AVEPT FnoKnrn Phomnct 

99 Rules — Rules were in force governing doiilings in eocn Iwnes, roi.nne 
and other alkaloids of coca, every other intoMcaling drink or suhslniu e i>re- 
pared from the coca plant and all drugN, sjnif lic( ic or o< her lin\ mg a like j)li\ bio- 
logical efiect to that of cocaine and all preparaf.ions and adnnvlnres of am 
oAhe above But certain recognised mcditinal jm'p.irations of cocaine and 
itsalhed drugs were exempt from Ihc operation of the rules Under section 20 
of the Punjab Excise Act, I of ]9]I, cullnation ofcotaine yielding jilantsis 
prohibited 

100 Import — ^The importation of cocaine drugs b> means of the post 
was absolutely prohibited Their importation bj other means was permitted 
only by hcensed vendors or CTOvernmcnt otlieers acting as muIi in the coiirbC 
of their official duties and under a permit granted bj the Reienue Com- 
missioner, North-West Frontier Province, in each case Imjiorf ition b\ sea was 
allowed only through the ports of Bombay and Karachi and the imjiorti r was 
required to appoint a recognised agent to jiass (he drug through the Custom 
House A person importing the drugs by land from other piOMneCb, wa^ re- 
quired to make his purchases in the pro\ nice of export on \ from chemists and 
druggists, who were authorised to sell the drugs for exjiort and to compli witli 
all rides and orders in force in that province regulating such expor. In both 
cases the permits granted for the importation of tlio drugs colored their tran - 
port to the places of destination and it was incumbent upon (lie importer to re- 
port to the Collector or Excise Officer of his ffist net the arm al of am imported 
drugs at thoir destination and to produce them for inspection if so required 

101 jBiport — ^The ex^port of cocaine drugs out of India w as prohibited The 
export of drugs to places withm the limits of British India or an Indian State 
was perimssihle only under a permit A Go\ ernment Officer acting m his official 
capacity as such could export the drug by post Other exporters had to em- 
ploy some other agency Apphcation for a permit was required in the first 
instance, to he made to the proper authority of that Province or Indian State 
to wbch the drugs were to be consigned On the production of this permit, 
the Revenue Commissioner issued the neces<;ar\ export pass Bulk could 
not he broken during transit and the arrival of the eonsigmnent at its destina 
tion had to be reported to tbe Collector of the district concerned If neces.sary, 
the Collector or other officer authorised bv him called on the exporter to pro- 
duce dor his inspection both the pass and the consignment 

102 Tronsport Transport withm the Pronnee was permitted bv licens- 
ed vendors, Government officers actmg as such in the course of their official 
duties and medical practitioners who were allowed to pos-sess the dru<^ A 
licensed dealer was required to obtam a pass from the Collector of his ffistnet 
for each transport and had to report the arrival at their destination of any 
drugs so transported and to produce them for inspection if so required Trans 
port through the Proxunce to Afghamstan or mdependent territory was per 
imtted only under passes issued hv the Political Agent concerned, or bv a duly 
constituted authority m the provmce from which the consignment was des- 
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103 '>> 10)1 — Po'-^C'-'-jon wa*- pioliibif eel except m tlie cate of drugs— 

(]) p<Kvt.vvt(j },v atioflicer oft lie Go\en)inciit m tile course of lus official 

ilui II or retiuiud b) liiiii m the exercise of such duties , 

(2) poshest (, (1 1)_\ a iiiedieal jiraditioiier iiicludiug a medical or veteri- 
nary utlieer of t be Oovoriiiuent u lien engaged in jirivate practice up 
to a liniif of half an ounce in the aggregate of the drugs reqiurcd 
for evercico of liis profession , the term “ medical practitioner ” 
mean'' a graduate in medicine of a recognised Umversity m India, 
ICuropi' or America, a medical or \ctcrinar)' practitioner eligible 
f^T r«’gistration on the ^ledical or Veterinary Eegisters of Great 
lint. tin, diih <[uali(ied dentist entitled to be entered m the 
Denti-'t'' Section of the llfedical Register of Great Britam and 
ail} person in jirn ale einplo} meiit not included in the above hst, 
whom the Revenue Commissioner directed for this purpose to be 
admitted to the pru ileges of a medical practitioner , 

(.5) povve-wed b\ a licensee up to the limit allowed by his bcense , 

(1) pos'-essed b\ any other person up to the limit of such quantity as he 
had jiiirchascd on the prescrijition of a qualified medical practi- 
tioner 

lOI. jSu/c. — S ale without a license was illegal Licenses were issued by 
Collectors, fn'o of charge, to appro\ed druggists only, that is to say, to persons 
"ho de.ilt in European mcdRines and drugs .is a means of hveldiood and had 
been deelartd hi to sell cocaine drugs with the aiiproval of the district medical 
autliorit) The m.iMiiium limit of jiussession authorised by a license w'as 
ordinarih one ounce m the .iggregate of all drugs co\eTcd by the license , but 
m special cases this limit could be raised wuth the sanction of the Revenue 
Coimni''Sioner The licensee was required to obtam his stocks of the drugs 
either direct from Europe or from another authorised vendor in accordance with 
the rules governing imjiort and transport Sale under the license was per- 
mittcfl only to the following persons and m quantities ivhich they were autho- 
rised tn possess, viz . — 

(1) an officer of the Government acting as such in the course of his 

official duties , 

(2) a Medical Practitioner as defined above , 

(3) another licensed vendor , 

(1) a private person producing a prescription from a quabfied medical 
praotition cr 

Sale Avas not penmtted more than once under the same medical prescrip- 
tion unless it had been countersigned by a CiauI Surgeon of a district, m which 
case it was vabd for a further period of six months 

10 J Licenses issued and sales thereunder — In 1927-28, 10 licenses were 
issued and the recorded sales thereunder were 1 dram and 110 grams In 1926- 
27 the number of sale bcenses issued m the ProAunce was 10, against 20 m 1912- 
13, and the sales thereunder amoimted to 420 grams in 1926-27 and 6 oimces 
and 243 grams m 1912-13 
M. 29 C B R 
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106 Seizures — Seizures of 11 grama of cocaine were made during the year 
as compared with about 4 ounces and 33 1 grains m 1926-27 and only 6 grains 
m 1912-13 

107. Offences and Convidtons — The cocame habit was still on the increase 
The limited Excise staff did their best to detect cases, but u ere confronted 
with the usual difficulties A statement shounng the results of prosecutions m 
1926-27 and 1927-28 for offences relating to cocaine is given bclou — 



Ilhcit possession of cocaine 

Smuggling of cocaine 

Year 

Number 

arrested 

Number 

convicted 

Number 

arrested 

Number 

conviotod. 

1926 27 

6 

6 



1927-28 

4 

<• 

1 




108 Disposal of confiscated cocaine, etc — Confiscated* cocaine and pre- 
parations thereof were dehvered to the Collector of the district m which the 
order of confiscation was passed Drugs from rccogmsed makers contained 
in mtact phials were forwarded by Collectors to the Chermcal Examiner, 
Punjab, for exammation, and, if passed by him as fit for use, were sent to the 
Medical Store Depot, Lahore, for disposal Drugs contomed (a) in opened 
phials or m packets and (b) m phials which were not passed by the Chemical 
Exammer were destroyed m case (a) by the Collector concerned and m case (b) 
by the Chemical Exammer Drugs m mtact phials which were passed by the 
Chemical Exammer, but were m excess of the reqmremcnts of the j\Icdical 
Store Depot, Lahore, were distnbuted by the Chemical Exammer m cor- 
respondence with the Dnector General, Indian Medical Ser\nce, to depots in 
other provmces as far as possible Any balances remaming over after such 
distnbution were kept m stock by Collectors and reported by the Local Admi- 
mstration, at the close of each financial year, to the Government of India, 
under whose orders they were destroyed or otherwise disposed of 

109 The total quantity of confiscated cocame deposited m the Peshawar 
Treasury amounted to 2 lbs and 8 oz m 1927-28, agamst 6 lbs and 322 
grains in 1926-27 

* Peshawar Treasury has been selected as a central depot for the storage of confis- 
cated cocaine in the N -W F Province 











CHAPTER Xir -Delhi 


J]0 Jiuk\s —The import, export, or tiansport of cocamc drugs by mer 
of Ihcpost \sab absolutely prohibited except on behalf pf the Government 

111 Im})ort — Their importation by other means was permitted only 
licensed vendors or Government Oflicers acting as such in the course of th( 
oflicial duties, under a permit granted, by the Deputy Commissionet m ea 
cusc , 111 the case of drugs imported by sea, importation was allowed on 
through the ports of Bombay and Karachi, and the importer was required 
appoint a recognized agent to pass the drugs through the custom house ] 
the case of drugs imported from the United Kingdom the importer was requiri 
to make his purchases only from persons licensed to sell the drugs for expo 
out of the United lungdom In the case of drugs imported by land from oth( 
prOMuccs, the importer was required to make his purchases in the provmce i 
export only from chemists and druggists vho had been authorised to sell tl 
drugs for export 

In both cases the permits granted for the importation of the drug 
covered their transport to the place of destination It was incumbent upo 
the importer to report to the Deputy Comnussioner the arrival at their dest 
nation of any drugs imported^ and to produce them for inspection, if so reqmrec 

112 Export — The export of cocaine was absolutely prohibited save i: 
the case of such drugs as vere possessed or exported by or on behalf of a pr: 
vate individual under the proscription of a qualified medical practitioner c 
transported through the Delhi Province to another provmce of British Indi 
or an Indian State under a pass issued by the duly constituted authority in th 
province or Indian State concerned 

113. Transport —Transport withm the provmce was permitted under i 
pass by the licensed vendors. Government Officers and medical practitioner 
who were allowed to possess these drugs Transport from a place withm thi 
Delhi Province was permitted to persons in Indian States who had obtamec 
permission for import from the duly authorised Pohtical Officers Trans 
port through the Delhi Provmce to another province of British India wai 
permitted to persons holdmg passes issued by a duly constituted authonty oJ 
the Promnee from which the consignment was despatched 

114 Possession — ^Possession was prohibited, except m the case of drugs 
possessed by — 

(1) Officers of Government who had obtamed possession of them m the 
course of or required them in the exercise of their official duties 

(2) Medical practitioners, mcludmg medical and vetermary officers of 
Government when engaged m private practice up to a limit of half an 
ounce in the aggregate of the drugs they required for the exercise of 
their profession 

(3) A licensee up to the limit allowed by his hcense 

(4) Any other person up to the lunit of such quantity as he had pur- 
chased on the prescription of aquahfied medical practitioner 
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Licenses to sell cocaine i\crc issued by the Collector free of charge only to 
approved druggists Sale under the license was permitted only to the follow- 
ing persons and in quantities which the)' were authorised to possess, iiz — 

(o) A Medical practitioner 

(6) Another licensed vendor 

(c) A private person producing a prescription of a qualified medical 

practitioner ^ 

(d) An officer of the Government as such in the course of his official 

duties 

Sale was not permitted more than once under the same medical pre- 
scription unless it had been countersigned by the Civil Surgeon 

115 Licenses issued and salei ihereinidcr — ^In 1927-28, 12 licenses were 
issued against 13 in the preceding year and 10 in 1912-13 The recorded sale 
of cocaine to the pubhc in 1927-23 was 13 oz and 152 5 grains, compared 
with 13 oz and 101 5 grains durmg the preceding year and 3 oz and 238 
grams during the year 1912-13 

116 Seizures and Offences — The number of arrests and conMctions and 
the quantity of cocaine seized during the years 1912-13, 1925-26, 1926-27 and 
1927-28 are mdicated below — 


— 

No of persons 

1 arrested 

1 

No of persons 
convicted 

Quantitj of 
cocaine seized 


i 


Oz 

Grs 

1912-13 

108 

79 

160 

0 

1925-26 

215 

148 

64 

34 

1926-27 

79 

46 

11 

433 6 

1927-28 1 

i 

84 

61 

210 

54 3 


Owing to the closer watch kept on them by the Excise and Pohee Officers, 
the activities of smugglers appear to have slackened 

117 Disjjosal of confiscated cocaine — All confiscated cocame and all pre- 
parations and admixtures of cocame and its alhed drugs were destroyed 
(usually by fire) m the presence of the District Excise Officer under orders of 
the Collector, as required by the Chief Commissioner’s Notification No 34:1- 
Commerce, dated 14th January 1927 
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CIIAl'TKK XIII — AjMER-!MEinV\RA. 

118 I'ulr.y — Hull s Vri-n' i;i fort'rpmerning dealings in coca leaves, cocaine 
jitid other alkaloids of e<>\ i <'\eT\ other i«to\ua{ii}g dniik orsuhstaucepre- 
jur* d fr-uiulu' ciK-a {dint andnlldrug^. svnfhetic or other, hamig alike 
{ih\ -loloirh al efliH* to that of cm nine, and all preparation‘' and admixtures 
vti iny of rli<‘ ihuw 

Xo inMliriiulpr.‘{>,irations'(onlainingcocaine, except Throat Mentbohted 
Ti'hhtv 1 , ere exempt from the provisions of the Excise Ecgulations. 1915 (I 
of I'Ul) ,ind the niles framed thereunder 

1 /jr/yir/ --Ihc mijiortation of drugs from anv place beyond India 
was alloutsl uiidi r the orders of the Coinnnssioner, Ajiner-Menrara, through 
the ‘ Iinjmrt Ci rthlc ite m stem , while that from an} place in India was 
{lerimttiHl only under cover of permits and “ No-ohjection Certificates” grant* 
id by the (kdlcctor of Excise Heientie for (he district in favour of licensed 
chemists .md nudica! {>ri' titioners Four such pennits nere issued during 
the year 1927-28 to itifKlical pr.ictitioners and the quantitv imported there- 
under u as 1 1 drams In 192<>-27. :i pennitt were issued to the Medical Officer 
B H. A C I Hailw.v} , and the Vetennar} Olhccr Ajmer, and the quantity 
imported was 7i*7r» irrains In 1912-13 sixteen {icnmts were issued to 
Mnnaners of ho-jutaK and c hantahledisptn'anes and to medical practitioners, 
and 07 and 87 grains of cocaine were imported. 

The Cixil Surgeon. .Ajmer-.Merwara could import the dnig direct from 
the Ctoxeriunenr Medical .Store Depot Homb.ay, or any firm licensed to deal 
m tins drug 

120 /fj-por/ —When a licensee desired to transport cocaine for export 
Cl* lift to an Indian St ite or to any other Britisli temtorv he had to apply to 
the Collector for an export permit The Collector on production of a Xo- 
ohjection Cenificatc sirrjied b}* the Political Agent or the District Collector 
of the {dace to which it was proposed to export the drug granted such appli- 
cation. 

121. Transport — The transport of cocaine by means of the post was 
prohibited Its transport was permitted onlv on behalf of licensed chemists 
or niwlical practitioners under cover of a pass issued by the Collector, and in 
cuch quantitie.s and subject to such conditions as were specified therein 
Transjiort on behalf of pnvate persons was permitted only in respect of the 
quantities which they were authorised to possess under section 16 of the 
Excise Regulation 

122. Possession — Possession was prohibited, except bv the following 
classes of persons and in quantities (whether in dry state or solution) specified 
against each .— 

(1) by a licensed druggist or chemist, in each case one ounce or less 

according to the standing of the firm, and in special cases snch 
larger quantity as wns sanctioned by the Collector ; 

(2) by a medical practitioner, t c , a graduate m medicine of a recog- 

nised unix'crsity in India Europe or America, a medical practi- 
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ajmer-merwara. 


The totAi quantity of pure .cocaine in hand at the end of the year waa 
1 oz and 16 grains, against 1 oz and 265 grams in 1926-27 

127 Disimal of confiscated coemne, etc — Confiscated cocaine and its 
allied drugs were disposed of in accordance uifh the instructions contained in 
endorscinent from the Fnif^ncc Department (Ccntial Eevenues) R Dis. No, 
217-E 0 /26, dated the 23rd Febniaiy 1927 219 grams of cocaine were 

sold duiing the year 
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CHAPTER XV. — Baluchistan 

134 Rules — Rules were m force governing dealings in coca leaves, 
cocaine and other alkaloids of coca, every other intoxicating dnnk or 
substance prepared from the coca plant, and all drugs, syntlietic or other, 
having a hkc physiological effect to that of cocaine, and all preparations and 
admixtures of the same. But certam recognised medicmal preparations of 
cocaine and its allied drugs were exempt from the operation of the rules, 
except in so far as they prohibited import or transmission by means of the 
post 

135 Imports. — The importation of these drugs by means of the post 
was absolutely prohibited Their importation by other means was allowed 
only under permits granted by the Revenue Commissioner, a separate 
permit being required for each consignmenl Upon the issue of a permit 
to import, notice was immediately given by the Revenue Commissioner m 
the case of imports by sea, to the customs authonty of the port of entry, and 
m case of imports from another province m British India, to the Excise 
Authority of the Province of import The importer or his authorised Agent 
was required to present the permit to such authority withm one month horn 
the date of its issue, and the said authority then endorsed upon it the period 
necessary for the transmission to Baluchistan of the drugs covered by the 
permits Without such endorsement and beyond the period mentioned m it 
no permit was held to be valid. 

136 Exports — ^The export of cocame and alhed drugs from Baluchistan 
18 not provided for in the rules 

137 Transport — Nor has any specific provision been made to govern 
their transport from one distnct to another 

138 Possession — Possession of the drugs was prohibited, except by 
the followmg classes of persons and m quantities specified against each, 
wz — 

(1) by hcensed vendors, to the extent specified in their hcenses 

(ordinarily less than one ounce of all drugs and preparations 
and other admixtures thereof taken together or, in special 
cases, such quantity exceeding one ounce as was fixed by the 
Revenue Commissioner for any particular licensee) , 

(2) by medical practitioners, t e , persons who had been registered 

under a European or Amencan Medical Act, or who had received 
Medical diploma from an Indian Umversity or College or who 
practised medicme accordmg to European methods, to the 
extent of half an ounce in the aggregate , 

(3) by dental surgeons, t e , persons who had received a European 

or Amencan degree in dental surgery, and who practised dental 
surgery according to European methods, to the same extent , 

(4) by Government Officers, in such quantities as came into the»r 

possession in the course of their official duties , and 



BALUCHISTAN 


38 


(5) by private individuals, in such quantities as tlicy purchased from 
duly authorised vendors on the prescription of a person prac- 
tising medicine according to Eurojiean methods 


139 Sale — Sale without a license was prohibited Licenses were issued 
free of fee only to druggists, chemists or medical practitioners approved by 
the Collector The licensee was required to purchase all his suiiplies either 
direct from Europe or from a licensed vendor or druggist in India Sale 
under the license was restneted to — 


(1) a medical practitioner or dental surgeon as defined above, 

(2) any other license holders , and 

(3) a person who produced a medical jiractitioner’s prescription or for 

whom a licensee who was himself a medical practitioner, 
had presenbed 


In the last case, sale was permitted only once on the prescription, unless 
re-endorsed by a medical practitioner 


140 Licenses issued and Sales thereunder — Three sale licenses were 
issued during each of the years 1926-27 and 1927-28, against 4 in 1912-13 
The quantity in hand at the commencement of the year was 4 oz and 315 
grains while 120 grains were imported dunng the year, the total in hand being 
4 oz and 435 grams Of this, 265 grams were consumed during the year, 
leaving a balance of 4 oz and 170 grains at its close In 1926-27, 157 75 
grams of cocaine were consumed, compared with 6 oz and 270 ci&ins in the 
year 1912-13 ^ 


141 Seizures —No seizures of ilhcit drug were made 
years 1912-13, 1926-27 and 1927-28 


during each of the 


142 Offences — There were no ofiences 
of the years 1912-13, 1926-27 and 1927-28 


relating to cocame durmg each 


143 Disposal of confiscated cocaine —All drugs, m respect of which an 
order of confiscation had been passed were dehvered to the Deputy Com- 
missioner of the distnct in which such order was passed, and were disposed 
of as follows — ^ 


All confiscated cocaine or synthetic preparations of cocaine from recoe- 
msed make^ contained m intact pbals or packets, were sent for examma 
tion to the Chemical Esamner for Baluchistan, who forwarded such of the 
by him as fit for use once every three months to the 
Mescal Store Depot Lahore, m phials bearing his seal, provided the ofiicer 
in charge of the depot was prepared to receive them If they were not 
cdinthe Medical Store Depot, toey were sent to the Treasury Officer* 
Quetta, for safe custody All confiscated cocaine or synthetic ^paratiom 
of cocame, not contained m intact phials or packets were sent to ik Yp YI 
Surgeon Quetta, who sent such of the drugs as were passed by hiS at fiUor 
use to the Treasury Officer, Quetta, in phials bearing his seal for safe custody 
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All cocaine or synthetic preparations of cocaine that were not passed as 
fit for use by the Chemical Examiner or the Civil Surgeon, Quetta, were 
destroyed by him in such manner as he considered fit 

Issues from the Quetta Treasury were made only on the order of the 
Collector of Quetta, 

M2&CB 
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